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A.) AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

1. (currently amended) A method of configuring a single network access device of a 
computer of a subscriber having a first network address allocated subscription to a subscriber of 
o e rvio e o of a first service provider provid e d by of a first service networ k, with a n e w n e twork 
addreoa allocat e d and a second subscription to a ouboorib e r of o e rvio e o of a second service 
provider provided by of a second service network, wherein the network access device is 
connected to an through a high-speed access network oonneoted to a plurality of the first and 
second service networks, the method comprising th e at e pa of : 

transmitting, to the subscriber, user credentials for accessing each of the first and second 
service networks, the user credentials for storage bv the computer; 

receiving, from the subscriber, a first request for access to the first service network: 

assigning, to the network access device, a first network address allocated to the first 
service provider for accessing the first service network in response to the first request; 

oonding a requeat receiving, from the network aooooo dovioo subscriber, a second request 
to the acc e ss n e twork r e qu e sting a change from the first service network to a the second service 
provider network ; 

roo e iving a rooponoo from th e aoo e ao n e twork; and 

initiatin g, in response to the second request a network address change request to release 
the first network address using a configuration protocol without changing the user credentials of 
the subscriber for the first service network; and .wh e reby. 
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assigning a second network address allocated to the subscriber of services of the second 
service provider is assigned to the network access device, the second network address feeing 
utiliz e d used by the network access device to communicate data paok e to to over the second 
service network providing the s eleoted service . 

2. (currently amended) The method recited in of Claim 1, wherein said requ e st to said 
acc e ss n e twork includ e s first and second requests include an authentication request for the 
subscriber. 

3. (currently amended) The method rooitod in of Claim 2, wherein said rooponoo received 
from said access network includes initiating further comprises transmitting an authentication 
status for the subscriber from to the second service provider and, if auth e nticat e d, initiating paid 
network addr e ss change r e qu e ot wherein the network address change request is initiated only 
when the second service provider authenticates the authentication status of the subscriber . 

4. (currently amended) The method recited in of Claim 1, wherein the host configuration 
protocol is a dynamic host configuration protocol(DHCP). 

5. (currently amended) The method rooitod in of Claim 1, wherein tho network access 
dovioo receives at least one of the first and second network addressescomprise an Internet 
Protocol add re ss . 

6. (currently amended) The method r e cit e d in of Claim 5, wh e rein furthercomprising: 

transmitting to t he network aoo e oo device displays a plurality of service provid e r ohoio e a 
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and enables a subscriber to aoloot a aorvioo provider from among aaid a plurality of updated 
service provider choices to which the subscriber may additionally subscribe ovor tho oooooa 
network . 

7. (currently amended) A method of configuring a single network access device of a 
computer of a subscriber having a first n e twork addr e oo allocated subscription to aouboorib e r of 
services of a first service provider provided by of a first service networ k, with a new network 
addroaa allocated and a second subscription to a oubaoribor of oorviooa of a second service 
provider provided by of a second service network, wherein the network access 13 oonneotod to on 
device connected through a high-speed access network oonn e otod to a plurality of one of the first 
and second service networks, the method comprising tho atopa of : 

transmitting, to the subscriber, user credentials for accessing each of the first and second 
service networks, the user credentials for storage by the computer, 

receiving, from the subscriber, a first request for access to the first service network: 

assigning, to the network access device, a first network address allocated to the first 
service provider for accessing the first service network, in response to the first request 

sending a roquoat receiving, from the network aoooaa device subscriber, a second request 
to th e aooeas network requesting a change from the first service network to a the second service 
provider network: 

receiving a response from tho aoooaa network; and 
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initiatin g, in response to the second request a network address change request to release 
the first network address using a DHCP dynamic host configuration protocol without changing 
the user credentials of the subscriber for the first service network; and , wh e reby, 

assigning a second network address allocated to the subscriber of oervioes of the second 
service provider is oaaignod to the network access device, the second network address being 
utiliz e d used by the network access device to communicate data paokoto to over the second 
service network providing the selected 3orvioo . 

8. (currently amended) A method of configuring a network access device to obtain a 
network address allocated to a ouboorib e r of o e rvio e o of a o e l e ot e d s e rvic e provid e r provided by a 
oorvioo network of the selected service provider, whoroin the network access device is connected 
to on through a high-speed access network oonnootod to a plurality of service providers to which 
the subscriber has subscribed nctworks ,comprising th e st e ps of : 

transmitting, to the subscriber, user credentials for accessing each of the plurality of 
service providers, the user credentials for storage by a computer of the subscriber; 

receiving, from the subscriber, a first request for access to a first service provider from 
the plurality of service providers; 

assi grting, to the network access device, a first network address allocated to the first 
service provider, in response to the first request; 

oonding receiving, from the subscriber, a second request from the network aoooaa dovioo 
to the access n e twork r e qu e sting a chang e to access a the selected service provider from the 

5 



PAGE 7(17 * RCVD AT 0/23/2004 5:18:19 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * BVR:USPTO-EFXRF-t/0 * DNIS: 8729306 * CSID: 120354761 29 * DURATION <mm-ss):09-58 



To: 'USPTO Page 8 of 1 7 



2004-09-23 21:18:40 (GMT) 



12035476129 From: Charles Rattner 



plurality of service providers, wherein said the second request includes an authentication request 
for the subscriber based on the user credentials ; 

receiving a response from the access network, wherein said response includes an 
authentication status for the subscriber, and 

if when the subscriber is authenticated, initiating a network address change request using 
a host configuration protocol, whereby a the first network address allocated to the auboorib e r of 
the selected the first service provider is released without changing the user credentials of the 
subscriber for the plurality of service providers, and a second network address allocated to the 
selected service provider is assigned to the network access device, the second network address 
being utilized by the network access device to communicate data with pooketo to th e o e rvio e 
network providing the selected service provider . 

9. (previously presented) The method recited in Claim 8, wherein the host configuration 
protocol is a dynamic host configuration protocol(DHCP). 

10. (previously presented) The method recited in Claim 9, wherein the network access 
device receives an Internet Protocol address. 

1 1 . (currently amended) A method of configuring a single network access device of a 
computer of a subscriber having a first network address allocated subscription to aaubaoribor of 
services of a first service provider provided by of a first service networ k, with a n e w n e twork 
addr e po allocat e d and a second subscription to a ouboorib e r of o e rvio e o of a second service 
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provider provided by of a second service network, wherein the network access ia oonnootod to on 
device connected through a high-speed access network communicating with a service activation 
system and oonnootod to a plurality of the first and second service networks, the method 
comprising the step s of : 

transmitting, to the subscriber, user credentials for accessing each of the first and second 
service networks, the user credentials for storage by the compute n 

receiving, from the subscriber, a first request for access to the first service network: 

assigning, to the network access device, a first network address allocated to the first 
service provider for accessing the first service network, in response to the first request; 

receiving, from the subscriber, a second request to change from the first service network 
to the second service network: 

sending authentication information for the second service provider to the service 
activation syste m over the 000033 n e twork ; 

receiving an authentication status from the service activation system and, if authenticated; 

initiating a network address change request using a configuration protocol, 

whereby a second network address allocated to th e ouboorib e r of the o e l e ot e d second 
service provider is assigned to the network access device, the second network address being 
utilized by the network access device to communicate data packets to the second service network 
providing th e s e l e cted service and the first network address is released without changing the user 
credentials of the subscriber for the first service network. 
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12. (currently amended) A method of configuring a single network access device of a 
computer of a subscriber having a first network addroao allocated subscription to aoubooribor of 
o e rvio e o of a first service provider provided by of a first service networ k, with a now n e twork 
address allocated and a second subscription to a s ub s criber of s ervices of a second service 
provider provided by of a second service network, wherein the network access ia connected to an 
device connected through a high-speed access network communicating with a service activation 
system and connected to aplurality of the first and second service networks, the method 
comprising tho stopo of : 

transmitting, to the subscriber, user credentials for accessing each of the first and second 
service networks, the user credentials for storage by the computer. 

receiving, from the subscriber, a first request for access to the first service network; 

assigning, to the network access device, a first network address allocated to the first 
service provider for accessing the first service network, in response to the first request: 

receiving, from the subscriber, a second request to change from the first service network 
to the second service network: 

sending authentication information for the second service provider to the service 
activation syste m over tho oooooa network ; 

receiving an authentication status from the service activation system and, if authenticated; 

initiating a network address change request using a dynamic host configuration protocol 
(DHCPX 

whereby a second network address allocated to tho subscrib e r of the selected second 
service provider is assigned to the network access device, the second network address being 
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utilized by the network access device to communicate data packets to the second service network 
providing tho aolootod aorvioo and the first network address is released without changing the user 
credentials of the subscriber for the first service network. 
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